
Using Best Practices to Address 
KCMP 

Comprehensive Improvement Planning 
and Students with Disabilities 



“Because this year’s data is the first from the Unbridled 
Learning model, I encourage educators, parents, 
communities, elected officials and others with a stake in 
public education to think of these classifications as a 
starting point for improvement. . . ”  
 
“Although more than two-thirds of schools and districts 
are in the Needs Improvement category, this is not an 
indicator of failure. The Unbridled Learning model is one 
of continuous improvement, and schools and districts 
now have a wealth of data to use as they plan for 
improvement in student learning and achievement.” 
 

Kentucky Education Commissioner Terry Holliday 
 



As you plan for students with disabilities (SWD) as part 
of your school’s/district’s comprehensive improvement 
planning process, keep in mind that: 

• Special education is a service, not a place 

• SWD are regular education students who receive special 
education services 

• The DoSE and special educators are critical partners as 
you develop specific and intentional plans for closing gaps 
for SWD 
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DoSE and special educators play a critical role in district 
improvement planning to: 
 

• Share successful processes around improvement planning 
for SWD 

• Guide review and analysis of district data for SWD 

• Assist with identification of root causes for the district’s 
performance through use of the investigative questions 
from the ASSIST Special Education Guidance Document  

• Suggest activities from the ASSIST Special Education 
Guidance Document to close gaps for SWD 
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Kentucky Continuous Monitoring Process  
(KCMP) 

• Data-driven improvement planning process since SY 
2004-05 

 

• District’s self-assessment of their special education 
programs 

 

• Districts received KCMP document with data 
• District Review Team reviewed and analyzed data 

to determine root causes for district performance 
• Districts developed improvement activities 
• Districts monitored and evaluated for 

effectiveness 
 



ASSIST – KCMP Crosswalk 

College Career Ready 
Graduation Rate 
 

ASSIST KCMP 

1. Graduation Rate 
2. Dropout Rate 
13. Transition Planning 
14. Post-School Outcomes 
 

Proficiency 
Gap 

3. Achievement 
4. Suspension Rates 
5. Least Restrictive 

Environment 
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Tips for Including SWD  
in Improvement Planning 

• Include review and analysis of data related to SWD 
 

• Consider other data sources that may help inform the 
team about district performance 

 

• Use the Special Education Guidance Document to guide 
discussion about root causes 

 

• If performance of all students, including those with 
disabilities, is a concern, write a goal and consider one or 
more objectives relating specifically to SWD 

 

• If performance of all students is strong but there is a 
concern for SWD, then consider a goal specifically for SWD 



Activity 

1. In district groups, review data for graduation rate and 
CCR for your district 

 

2. Consider questions in the Special Education Guidance 
Document to help determine root causes 

 

3. Determine whether you need: 
• No goal for SWD (i.e., performance on target) 
• An objective within a goal for all students that 

intentionally addresses SWD 
• A goal specifically for SWD 

 

4. Write the goal/objective/strategy/activities designed to 
improve student learning and achievement  



Follow the link below for more information and resources 
around comprehensive improvement planning for schools 
and districts: 

http://education.ky.gov/school/csip/Pages/default.aspx  
 

If you have questions or need support around planning for 
SWD, please contact your Regional Director of Special 
Education at your educational cooperative,  

or email Johnny.Collett@education.ky.gov  
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